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General Articles. 


A PLASTIC LARYNGEAL OPERATION FOR 
VOCAL CORD PARESIS IN THE HORSE.* 


By Frepertck Hospay, C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S., 
F.R.S.E., Kensington. 

As pioneer work in surgery, as well as in other 
branches of comparative medicine, has, of necessity, 
frequently been done on animals before being 
specifically applied to man, it is always of interest 
to the thinking medical man to know something 
about the work of his veterinary confrére ; for 
flesh is flesh (whether human or animal), and 
many human and veterinary operations run in 
similar grooves ; the main differences being those 
of fitting the methods of application to the altered 
circumstance and surroundings, and those due 
to the idiosyncrasies of the patient. 

There are very many ailments common to man 
and animals (vocal cord paresis being included 
amongst them), and the fact that I have now 
performed the ventricle stripping operation on 
more than 2,000 horsés in various parts of Europe 
and America, and that I have the honour to be a 
member of the Laryngological Section, have 
induced me to again bring the results of these 
operations (which cover more than ten years of 
close observation) before you. Some of you may 
recollect that in L911 Tread a paper on the results 
of the stripping of Morgagni’s Ventricle in horses 
before this Society, and the operation was then 
deemed inadvisable for application to man, on 
account of the fact that I was somewhat emphatic 
on the loss of voice in my patient as a result, 

The late Sir Felix Semon brought the question 
up, and this was discussed and was the chief objec- 
tion laid against it ; for a man would much prefer, 
if it was a question of definite alternatives, to 
sacrifice his power to run a mile or two, rather 
than to submit to any operation which perman- 
ently interfered with his power of speech. 

[ had at that time only done about 150 horses, 
and beyond casual questioning of the owners, | 
had not paid much attention to this point, as it 
was not of vital interest to the owner, whose chief 
wish with a hunter is naturally that the animal 
should be able to gallop freely, when desired, 
without distress, or without objectionable noise. 





*A Paper read before the Congress of Laryngology, Royal Society of 


Medicine, at the 3rd Summer Meeting, June 3rd, 1921 





Now, however, after ten years have elapsed, I 
am able to tell you that in very many of my 
patients the voice has become restored—not 
perfectly—but still sufficiently to designate it a 
“ muffled’ neigh or whinny. I should therefore 
imagine that in the case of a human being, who 
has reasoning powers, and can invent methods of 
application, the probability is that he will be able 
to speak afterwards quite audibly. At all events, 
in cases where there is a bi-lateral cord paralysis 
causing dyspnoea and involving risk of asphyxia, 
and in which the permanent wearing of a trache- 
otomy tube has been the only solution up to the 
present, IT surmise that an operation which will 
permanently fix out of the way the paralysed 
vocal cords (which have become an obstruction) 
will be likely to give respiratory relief to human 
patients in the same way that it does to the horse. 

This, however, must be left to the human 
laryngologist to decide, as I can only speak of it 
from the veterinary standpoint, and tell you what 
it has done for the horse. In the horse we get 
a condition well known to owners as well as to 
veterinary surgeons, and especially to those who 
come in contact with hunters or racehorses, 
which is termed ‘ whistling,’ or ‘‘ roaring.” 
3oth are due to paralysis of the left vocal cord, 
which receives its nerve supply from the inferior 
laryngeal nerve, and the terms “‘ whistling,” or 
* roaring,’’ simply indicate degrees in the progress 
of the disease. 

During the initial stages when the left vocal 
cord commences to lag behind during the act of 
inspiration, the space between them is a com- 
paratively large one, and therefore the sound of 
the respiratory air pouring through is of a whistling 
character. A horse with its larynx in this stage 
is termed a “whistler.””, When the cord is com- 
pletely paralysed, the laryngeal space is much 
less than when only partly paralysed, and the 
characteristic roaring noise is made when a horse 
suffering from this ailment is galloped. Such an 
animal is spoken of as a “ roarer.”’ 

We get it in cart horses as well as other breeds, 
but it is quite a rarity to meet with it in small 
ponies. It is always the left vocal cord which is 
paralysed, and the paralysis, in a bad roarer, 
renders it quite impossible for such a horse to 
gallop on without distress and symptoms of 
dyspnoea. If forced exertion is persisted in, the 
animal will be compelled to stop or else to fall 
down owing to deficient oxygenation of the blood. 
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The larynx of the horse (of which I have speci- 
mens here) is built upon a similar anatomical 
plan to the larynx of man, but on a much larger 
scale, and in this, for surgical purposes, the veterin- 
ary specialist has an advantage in that he has 
much more space in which to operate. 

The true vocal cord in an average sized hunter 
is about an inch and a half long, and between, this 
and the false vocal cord we find, as with man, the 
Ventricle of Morgagni. 

The Ventricle of Morgagni is sufficiently large 
in the horse to admit comfortably of the insertion 
of a man’s middle finger. and the mucosa of the 
ventricle is of sufficient size (as illustrated by 
specimen which I have here) to cover the middle 
finger well below the first joint. 

It is the complete removal of the lining mem- 
brane of this ventricle which is the operation 
alluded to in the title of this paper, and it is to the 
credit of Dr. Williams, the Professor of Veterinary 
Surgery in Cornell University Veterinary School, 
that the original application is due, although I 
have considerably modified his technique, and 
it is the result of this which I am presenting to 
you to-day. 

In the horse the operation is performed in the 
following way. The hair is shaved and the skin 
sterilised in the usual way ; cocaine, stovaine, or 
some other local anesthetic is injected sub- 
cutaneously, and an injection of adrenalin is 
administered: or the patient may be chloro- 
formed. 

With cocaine alone it can be done in the standing 
position, but if chloroform is used, the patient 
is cast, secured with hobbles, and placed on its 
back with its head and neck well extended and 
the throat exposed. It is the latter method 
which I shall describe here. 

With an ordinary scalpel an incision is made 
directly over the crico-thyroid space, parallel to 
and exactly between the bellies of the crico-hyo- 
thyroid muscle (a muscle colloquially known to 
the veterinary student as the “‘ four-in-hand ”’) 
and down to the crico-thyroid membrane, severing 
the crico-thyroid artery. The two cut ends of 
this are picked up with Spencer Wells’ forceps, 
and the hemorrhage is negligible. The next 
step is to incise the membrane during inspiration 
and expose the interior of the larynx without 
injuring either the cricoid or the thyroid car- 
tilage. 

This to us is a matter of great importance, 
especially in the young horse, as injury to the 
cartilaginous structures almost invariably gives 
rise to ossification. The middle finger of the left 
hand is then inserted into the ventricle, and with 
the right hand a pair of long pressure, forceps is 
introduced and made to grip the anterior extremity 
of the left true vocal cord which is raised and then 
rendered tense. With a knife of special design 
the edge of the true cord, is carefully incised along 
its whole length, the incision being sufficiently 
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long and deep to allow of the insertion of the left 
hand middle finger into the raw surface thus 
produced. The forceps are withdrawn, and by 
digital manipulation of the first joint of the finger 
the mucous membrane is pulled completely round 
the sac until it reaches the false vocal cord. At 
this stage the saccule is gripped by a second pair 
of forceps and rendered tense, being then carefully 
incised along the edge of the false vocal cord. It 
is now free and can be removed. The right 
laryngeal sac is removed in a similar way, and the 
operation is complete ; the patient is now allowed 
to come out of chloroform being removed, and 
the horse allowed to get up. No suturing is done, 
and the external wound is afterwards treated with 
antiseptics, and heals in about ten days. If pre- 
ferred, a “burr’’ (of which I have several patterns 
here) can be used to pick up the lining membrane, 
which is then everted and excised either with a 
sharp scalpel or a pair of scissors. The patient 
is kept at complete rest for a month, after- 
wards being put to slow walking exercise, and 
tested at a gallop after three months. It is then 
fit to commence active work once more. In the 
case of an animal, such as a cart horse, used for 
slow work, it may be returned to usefulness in 
five or six weeks. 

For some time I have been hoping that this 
operation might find its application to the relief 
of some similar condition in man, and it was after 
seeing the recent case of bi-lateral abductor 
paralysis (of the vocal cords) brought before the 
Laryngological Section on April Ist, 1921, by 
Mr. Michael Vloste, F.R.C.S., that I asked per- 
mission of your president to again bring this 
operation before the notice of members of the 
Congress. 

This man, according to the clinical history 
given, suffers from stridor and breathlessness on 
exertion, which completely prevents him from 
carrying on his work, and I am given to understand 
that this condition actually jeopardises his life. 
The analogy in this respect between this man and 
one of my equine patients is complete. In fact, 
he is a human “roarer.”” At the meeting at 
which I was present the only suggestion made 
for the relief of the patient’s symptoms was that 
of tracheotomy, and this used to be the only prac- 
tical suggestion for a “‘roarer”’ horse until this 
plastic ventricle stripping operation was introduced. 
The permanent wearing of a tracheotomy tube in 
the horse is a nuisance both to the animal and his 
attendant, and I understand that in man it is 
just as objectionable. 

As with you, the,tube has to be cleaned every 
day, and accidents frequently occur; in addition 
to which the cartilage of the trachea of some 
horses has a peculiar idiosyncrasy for granulating, 
and granulations have to be frequently removed. 
This eventually terminates in local ossification 
and stenosis, so that the tube has to be re-inserted 
lower down. This can only be done a limited 
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number of times, so that one always warns an 
owner that “tubing ”’ is likely to be “ the begin- 
ning of theend.’’ The ventricle stripping operation 
is preferable, and it always has the advantage 
that even if it fails, the patient has still trache- 
otomy to fall back upon. 

I submit for your discussion that perhaps it 
might present similar advantages for the relief 
of certain pathological conditions in man. This 
is for you to decide. 





The Annual Meeting. 
By ONE WHO WAS THERE, 


Those who took the opportunity of attending 
the annual meeting at Edinburgh were well repaid 
for their pains. There was a _ representative 
attendance of members. and the President’s happy 
reference to the first such meeting held in Edin- 
burgh forty-one years ago evoked much interest. 
Mr. Archibald Baird, M.R.C.V.S., attended both 
meetings, and Mr. W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., was also 
present with his father in 1880, though he was not 
then a member. The names as the President 
read them out recalled many memories. The 
proceedings were of course formal, and everything 
passed off pleasantly and in order. The Scottish 
Metropolitan Veterinary Association had arranged 
a meeting in the afternoon, and this afforded 
visitors an opportunity of seeing the newly-built 
Dick College, and making acquaintance with 
members across the border. 

The meeting was a very friendly and cordial one, 
and speaking as a Sassenach, I enjoyed every 
moment of my stay m the northern capital amongst 
our Scottish colleagues. The Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had decided 
for some inscrutable reason not to allow the 
President to hold an official dinner, but Dr. 
Bradley arranged an informal dinner at the 
Caledonian Railway Hotel in the evening, which 
was so much of a success as to make one wish the 
gathering could have been larger and the pro- 
ceedings made public. The President declared 
that there were to be no speeches, but after the 
toast of the King somebody must have disobeyed 
the President’s ruling, for two very cordial toasts, 
quite spontaneous, followed to the enjoyment 
of all present. The first was that of the President, 
proposed by Mr. Garnett, who was never heard 
to better effect. In a very humorous speech 
he congratulated Dr. Bradley on the success of 
the day’s meeting, and on the success of his 
informal dinner, expressing his personal regret 
that through some absent-mindedness he had 
not risen at the previous Council meeting, and 
proposed that there should be an official dinner. 
He referred to the unique distinction held by Dr. 
Bradley in being President both of the R.C.V.S. 
and of the National Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ation, and at the same time Principal of the oldest 
Veterinary School in Scotland, and the toast was 
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drunk with acclamation. Dr. Bradley, in replying, 
called attention to the fact that there were present 
all the Anatomy Assistants he had ever had—four 
whose names he mentioned, and who had found 
it possible to be present. That was a striking 
tribute to the happy relations which existed 
between Principal and staff. Mr. Woods then 
proposed the toast of the Treasurer, who had 
travelled from London in order to be present, 
He said that Mr. Mulvey, who had been Treasurer 
to the College for more than 12 years, had never 
known anything but anxiety about the College 
finances. He had from the very beginning to 
contend with a diminishing income and an in- 
creasing expenditure. He had devoted all his 
energies to his office, and it would almost seem 
that he gave as much time and attention and anxious 
care to the affairs of the College as he could have 
given to his own practice. He hoped that now 
the Amendment Act was passed his anxieties 
would be over. Mr. Mulvey, in expressing his 
thanks for the toast, said that it was not at all 
certain that his anxieties were over, for there were 
over 1,000 members who had not yet paid the 
annual fee, though it was two months overdue. 
The fact was that up to the present the passing 
of the Act had only resulted in moving a few 
hundred additional members to subscribe to the 
funds of the College. Many and many a time 
had the Secretary come to him during the past 
ten years with a request for something necessary 
for the carrying out of the work of the office. 
He had had to refuse, because there was no balance 
at the bank. He expressed his earnest hope that 
members would loyally recognise their duty to 
pay the annual fee promptly, and so relieve the 
officers of the College of the burden they had 
borne for so many years of having to carry out 
duties without the necessary wherewithal. 

The remainder of the evening was pleasantly 
spent in friendly conversation and the renewal 
of many friendships, and the meeting broke up at 
about 10 p.m. after a most enjoyable day. 

Animal Breeding Research. 
SraTion INSTITUTED IN EDINBURGH. 

The institution at Edinburgh of a station for 
research into problems of animal- breeding was 
first considered in 1913 in an arrangement come 
to between the Development Commission and the 
Board of Agriculture for Scotland. In furtherance 
of the proposal there was formed in June of that 
year a Joint Committee, representative of the 
University and the College of Agriculture, and 
certain decisions were thereafter arrived {at re- 
garding the kind of organisation which was to 
be set up. The outbreak of war interrupted the 
work of the Joint Committee, and it was not until 
towards the end of 1919 that it was found possible 
to resume it. 

Owing to the unsettled general conditions at 
the time, the Committee, with the consent of the 
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Development Commission and the Board of 
Agriculture, decided to begin operations on a 
reduced scale and to extend it gradually as events 
might justify this. Dr. F. A. E. Crew was 
appointed head of the Department; and an 
unambitious scheme of work was submitted to and 
approved by the Government departments con- 
cerned. Suitable office and laboratory accommo- 
dation has been provided by the University in a 
disused block of buildings in High School Yards. 
The rooms have been economically equipped and 
are now in occupation. 

The work of the Department will consist of 
directed research into the problems of animal 
breeding, conducted by investigators trained in 
methods of genetical research. 

From the agricultural point of view the situation 
of the headquarters in the heart of the city may 
appear to have obvious disadvantages ; but on the 
other hand, its proximity to other departments 
of the University, the College of Agriculture, and 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College to a large 
extent outweighs the disadvantages, since it will 
permit that easy reference to these institutions 
which is so necessary in research work. 

A certain amount of supplementary breeding- 
work with the smaller quickly-breeding animals 
will be carried out by the Department, but the 
intention is to take full advantage of the experi- 
mental breeding which every stock-breeder is 
constantly carrying out in the ordinary course of 
his practice. It is not necessary to repeat experi- 
ments made by the experienced stock-breeder, 
provided that the results of such experiments have 
become known: but, on the other hand, there are 
many problems still unsolved, and some of these 
at least will be taken up by the Department. 


b 


A “ Cieartnae-Hovuse”’ or EXPERIENCE. 


It is proposed to build up gradually a “ clearing- 
house’’ of experience in which every animal 
breeding record, British and foreign, will be filed, 
so that full information may be available in re- 
sponse to relevant inquiries from those interested. 
There is a great need for such a record being mafle 
available, but to secure the utmost utility for it 
the sympathetic co-operation of the practical 
breeder is indispensable. 

It is hoped that at a later stage facilities for 
experimental work “willbe provided on an in- 
stitutional farm, and there the more special 
investigations will be carried out. In the mean- 
time this must wait, until the need is recognised 
and endorsed by practical farmers. 

As the work grows and as the station develops 
it is hoped that the staff may be strengthened by 
the addition of specialists in the various branches 
of scientific work related to breeding. A complete 
department should fhave “attached to it specialists 
in embryology, cytology, biochemistry, com varative 
pathology, and statistics, as well as an experienced 
stocksman. 














The main part of the work now in progress is a 
micrological study of the fleece of primitive sheep, 
this being part of a concerted investigation into 
the possibility of improving the wool of the modern 
hill sheep. The results of this study have a 
direct bearing on the desired improvement and 
will be published shortly. 

A micrological study of the fleeces of the Board 
of Agriculture’s Blackface-Southdown and Siberian- 
Shetland crosses is also being made, and the 
development of the fleece of the Blackface is being 
investigated. 

In the immediate future it is proposed to take 
up the problem of temporary and permanent 
sterility in the horse, cattle, sheep, and pig. <A 
start has already been made with an investigation 
into the matter of cryptorchism. The rdle that 
the department can play in agriculture depends 
upon two factors, viz., the working strength of 
the staff and the co-operation of the practical 
breeder, to whom it looks for information and 
material. ; 

It is hoped that the agricultural community will 
recognise that the success of the work largely lies 
with them, and that there is in it great possibility 
of service to the stock-breeding industry. Accom- 
modation will be provided as far as possible for 
anyone who wishes to undertake a piece of approved 
research. Stock-breeders are asked to inform 
the Department of the occurrence of any unusual 
phenomena in connection with their breeding 
operations, so that a concerted investigation 
may be undertaken; and that any specimen 
exhibiting an interesting abnormality, especially 
of the reproductive system, should be offered to 
the Department for examination and preservation. 
—The Scotsman. 












The decline in the value of live stock began in 
North America last autumn, and ha3 since extended 
to Europe and Australia, and is thus almost 
world-wide. 





At Spilsby a well-known farmer was fined for 
causing unnecessary suffering to a sheep. The 
sheep was run over by a cart, and one foot was cut 
off, and the other injured, but defendant neglected 
for three days to have the injuries attended to. 





“Tt is merely good luck that Canada has had no | 
disease for forty years,” said Professor Wallace, of 
Edinburgh, in giving his evidence before the Royal 
Commission on the importation of store cattle. 





It was reported in Nottingham last week that 
two cases of anthrax had been discovered, one the 
case of a man who had been removed to the general 
hospital, and the other that of a beast in the cattle ’ 
market. 
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A.V.S. AND ‘‘BOARDING OUT” 
WASTAGE. 





In to-day’s issue we publish a question asked in 
the House of Commons by Sir A. Holbrook, 
regarding the excessive wastage which has taken 
place among the Army Horses boarded out with 
civilians, under the Army Remount Dept. Light 
Draught Boarding Out Scheme, and the answer 
given by Sir R. Saunders. 

The issue of these horses to allottees did not 
commence until April, 1919, and was not com- 
pleted until the autumn of that year, yet, in 
the reply, the Veterinary Service is made to appear 
responsible for the wastage which has 
occurred because, after the signing of the Armistice 
in November, 1918, a classification into groups of 
the horses then remaining with the British forces 
in France and Flanders was made by a Board of 
Veterinary Officers. 

Those who have any experience of the matter 
know that this classification was carried out with- 
out any reference to this boarding out scheme, 
and it is common knowledge that the delay in 
disposing of the animals after the classification 
was so great that, in a very large proportion of 
cases, the markings by which the different classes 
were to be identified, viz., letters clipped in the 
hair, had already grown out before the animals were 
dealt with. To practical horsemen the absurdity 
of holding the Veterinary Service responsible for 


since 


the wastage which has since occurred among the 
auimals selected for boarding-out by the Remount 
authorities during the spring and summer of 1920, 
because of this classification, will be obvious. 
The implication to this effect contained in Sir 
R. Saunders’ reply is, however, consistent with the 
attitude adopted in such matters ever since the 
Remount Department was originally formed to 
take over the remounting duties of the Army 
from commanding officers of regiments assisted 
by their regimental veterinary surgeons. 

While all goes well, the Remount Department is 
held to be entirely responsible for all remounting 
operations, but in the presence of adversity the 
responsibility and any blame would appear to be 
cast, as in this instance, on the Veterinary Service, 
and this in spite of the fact that Remount officers 
hold themselves at liberty to override the pro- 
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the veterinary surgeons 
employed on Remount duties and deny them 
responsibility, even for the sick. It is clear that 
the position of a professional man under such 
circumstances is an impossible one, but that the 
position has not been exaggerated is borne out by 
a number of veterinary surgeons, specially selected 
for their practical experience, who were employed 
on remount purchasing duty during the war, and 
the position is worthy of serious attention because, 
if it is to continue, the necessity will arise for the 


fessional opinions of 


adoption of protective measures on the part of 
the veterinary profession. 

Iixperience during the recent war amply demon- 
strated that the Army Veterinary Service is quite 
capable of taking over the entire duties of the 
Remount Service in addition to its own, and that 
a great saving in expense and increase in efficiency 
could be effected thereby, but until the present 
anomalous condition of affairs is done away with, 
it cannot be held responsible for conditions over 
which it has no control. It would therefore 
appear to be incumbent upon veterinary surgeons 
employed with the Remount Service to protect 
the reputation of the profession by refusing to 
express any opinion on matters for which they 
are not given entire responsibility, otherwise 
it is obvious that there is every likelihood of 
grave misjudgment of a profession thus officially 
placed—in a position, in fact, to be exploited for 
advice as to the suitability of particular animals 
for particular classes of work, which is a matter 
second only in importance to actual soundness, 
in determining the desirability or otherwise of a 
prospective purchase. 








Mobstracts and Reviews. 


The R Ole of Calcium in Coagulation of the Blood. 


In all theories of coagulation the presence of calcium 
salts has been recognised as an essential factor, though 
the method of their action is at present not clearly defined. 

The amount of calcium present in normal humau blood 
is about 10.8 mg. per 100 e.c. Of this amount, 6.74 mg. 
are, in fresh uncoagulated blood, in the ionised form. As 
coagulation proceeds, the remaining 4 mg., which previously 
were in a combined state, are also liberated ; so that the 
whole of the calcium of the blood can be recovered in the 
serum, ‘Thus the metal does not enter into the chemical 
composition of the clot. 

When a soluble oxalate is added to a solution of a calcium 
salt, a precipitate of calcium oxalate is at once thrown 
down, and it is reasonable to suppose that the same 
reaction takes place in the case of the ionised calcium of 
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the blood. If we assume that one molceule of oxalate 
combines with one atom of calcium, then the addition of 
33 mg. of ammonium oxalate should combine with the 
total calcium (10.8 mg.) of 100 c.c of blood, and clotting 
should be prevented. Experiment showed that this 
amount of oxalate did not prevent clotting, but that 
57 mg. of ammonium oxalate had to be added to 100 c.c. 
We can still 
assume that one molecule of oxalate combines with one 
atom of tonised calcium, and it has been shown that the 
1onised calcium content is 6.74 mg. per 100 ¢.c.; so that 


of blood to completely inhibit coagulation. 


there are only 4 mg. of combined calcium to be inactivated, 
‘That 
is, one has to add oxalate in the molecular ratio of 3 parts 


and these thus require 36 mg. of ammonium oxalate. 


of oxalate to | of combined calcium if clotting is to be 
prevented. It is true that coagulation is delayed by a 
smaller ratio, but nothing less than 3:1 will make the 
delay indelinite. 


a sufficient amount of oxalate to blood 


What happens, then, when one adds 
is the formation 
of calcium oxalate with the ionised lime, but with the 
combined calcium there is formed a compound which can 
be represented by the general formula RCaOx,, where 
R is an unknown organic substance. 

Ordinarily in blood there exists a compound between 
calcium and an organic radical, and this compound, which 
we can represent by RCa, probably corresponds to the 
thrombokinase of Morawitz. It is the this 
substance which is involved in the process of clotting. 
It is presumed that when blood is shed, or vascular injury 
occurs, this unstable adsorption compound enters into 
combination with the protein thrombogen, with the libera- 
tion of calcium, and setting in motion of the train of 
coagulative processes which lead to the ultimate precipita- 


ealeium of 


tion of fibrin. 

Anticoagulants, like oxalates, fluorides and citrates, 
act by combining with thrombokinase ; turning it, as we 
have seen in the case of oxalates, from RCa to} RCaOx,, 
which latter is fairly stable, and wiil not readily enter into 
combination with thrombogen. 

It is known that the simple addition of lime salts to 
oxalate plasma causes clotting. This these 
salts have a greater affinity for the oxalate than has the 
RCa complex, so that they remove the oxalate from the 
RCaOx, compound, leaving the unstable RCa—or throm- 
bokinase-—-free to form thrombin by its action on thrgm- 
bogen. 

[The Coagulation of the Blood. Part I. The Réle 
of Calcium. By H. W. C. Vines, Journal of Physiology, 
1921. Vol. LV., Nos. | and 2, p. 86.] 


is because 


H. E. H. 


The Turkey as an important Factor in the Spread of Gape 
Worms. 


In the course of investigations into the presence of gape 
worms (Syngamus trachealis) in Washington by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture a considerable number of 
turkeys—over 22} per cent. of those examined—were 
found to be suffering from the attacks of the pest. The 
following conclusions were come to as a result of the 
investigation :— 

The turkey is probably the natural host of the gape 


worm. Adult turkeys, as well as young turkeys, 
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commonly harbour gape worms, though they may show no 
symptoms of infestation. The turkey is, apparently, 
the chief agent in the spread of gape worms to new localities, 
and is, apparently, the principal source of infection to the 
soil on poultry farms where gapes is prevalent. Gapes 
among chickens appears to be more prevalent on farms 
where turkeys frequent the chicken runs than on farms 
where there are no turkeys. 

Available evidence indicates that gapes has a tendency 
to disappear from farms following the removal of turkeys. 
Chickens, unlike turkeys, are readily susceptible to in- 
fection with gape worms only while they are young. 
They become less susceptible to infection as they grow 
older. Adult chickens (the American expression, 
‘** chicken,”” may mean hens ten years old.—Ed.), at least 
in some localities, rarely harbour gape worms, and hencc 
in such localities are seldom likely to spread infection. 
In those instances in which gape worms develop in adult 
chickens or chickens approaching maturity, the parasites 
live only a short time. Ground contaminated by gape 
worms is likely to remain infective for at least a year afte 
further infection of the soil has ceased. 

Losses from gapes can be greatly reduced, if not alto- 
gether avoided, by keeping young chickens on ground 
that has not been exposed to contamination within at 
least a year and that is protected from further con- 
tamination by excluding turkeys from it during its 
occupancy by the chickens. As gape worms appear 
rarely to occur in adult chickens, brood hens may be 
associated with the young chickens with probably little 
risk of infection to the latter from that source. The 
simplest means of preventing or reducing losses from gape+ 
appears to be the exclusion of turkeys from farms wherc 
chickens are raised.— Farmers’ Gazette. 








Clinical and Case Reports. 


Disinsertion of Ligamentum Teres or ‘ Round ” 
Ligaments in Cows. 


By R. Brypen, F.R.C.V.S., London. 


The following cases may be of interest, as | 


believe this lesion is uncommon, or is rarely 
recorded as occurring in cows. I use the term 
disinsertion, because it exactly describes the 


condition as I saw it. There was no macroscopic 
rupture of the substance of the ligament ; it appeared 
to be simply torn from its attachment in the 
acetabulum. 

Case 1.—Subject: A red, lean cow, about 
eight years old, at a railway cattle siding. She 
was lying in the normal position as far as_ her 
fore-quarters were concerned. As _ regards her 
hind-quarters, she was resting on the floor of the 
pelvis, with each hind leg fully extended at right 
angles to its corresponding side of the body. This 
position is sometimes termed “ spread-eagled.”’ 
She had lost complete control of her hind limbs. 
and was unable to rise. I advised slaughter, 
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History: She had been found down in the 
truck on arrival at the station with others. and 
had been dragged on to the platform, where I 
saw her. 

Post-mortem: Among other things, there was 
an intense hyperemic condition of the tissues 
closely investing both coxo-femoral articulations, 
including the capsular ligaments and articular 
cartilages. After severing the tissues outside the 
joint proper, I found that the heads of both femurs 
could be lifted out of the acetabulum without 
further cutting. Attached to the heads of the 
femurs were the ragged blood-stained ligamenta 
teres. The acetabulum contained about one 
ounce of clotted blood, covering the points of 
insertion of the ligaments. ra 

Case 2.—Subject: A roan,{lean cow, aged. 
Seen during frosty weather. She was lying in a 
similar position to the one already described, also 
at a railway cattle siding. 

History: She bolted out of the truck and 
slipped up on the ice-covered platform. She also 
had lost control of her hind limbs, and was unable 
to rise, so I advised slaughter. 

Post-mortem : [ found a similar hyperemia or 
congestion of the tissues around the hip-joints, 
the torn ligaments, and the blood clot lying in the 
acetabulum. 

There was no bisection of the femurs or fractures 
of any portion of the pelvis in either case. Both 
cows were tuberculous, but there was no evidence 
of tuberculosis in or around the coxo-femoral 
articulations. 


Autogenous Vaccine Treatment of Actinomycosis. 


By F. J. L. Croupacsr, M.R.C.V.S., Corbridge-on- 
Tyne and N. M. Scort, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.MS., 
Bridgwater. 

Subject.—A valuable pedigree shorthorn (clipper) 
cow, pregnant. 

History.—In January, 1919, the patient was 
noticed by the cowman to be dribbling saliva and 
losing in condition, and on January 23rd one of us 
(F. J. L. C.) saw her. 

Symptoms.—On examining the mouth the tongue 
at the posterior third was much swollen, hard, and 
indurated, on the surface of which yellow patches 
were noted, but no indication of ulceration. 

Treatment and Course.—This consisted of a 
course of hyd. iod. rub. c. pot. iodid given in solution 
bis. ind., and by the end of February the cure was 
apparently complete. On March 6th or 7th the 
right cheek began to swell and salivation showed 
itself again, but the tongue was quite normal. At 
this stage profuse diarrhea and rapid wasting of 
flesh set in. Similar treatment to the above was 
adopted, but with negative results. The animal 
being a valuable one, the owner was asked if he 
would like a second opinion, but in the meantime 
he had written to a well-known veterinary surgeon 
describing the symptoms, and his reply was, “ the 
case would not recover,” and advised putting her 
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down. ‘To this one of us (F. J. L. C.) did not agree, 
and suggested as an alternative vaccine treatment, 
and the owner being anxious to save her, agreed to 
this course. A consultation took place on the 
20th March, and by this time the cheek had become 
enormously swollen and indurated, giving the 
facial expression a deformed appearance. The 
skin over the swelling was quite intact, but firmly 
adherent to the neoplasm, neither were there any 
fluctuating points. Ulceration, however, had 
taken place on the opposing mucosa. The mouth 


could only be opened — slightly and with 
difficulty. The bowels were very relaxed, and the 


emaciation became alarming. Rich, sloppy food 
was ordered, and the following prescribed, hyd. iod. 
rub. grs. x ; sod. cit. 3 ss. ; as powder, one bis. ind. 
on tongue. Hot salt packs were applied to the 
cheek night and morning. 

‘“* Materies ’’ were taken from the lip and cheek 
under sterile precautions, and from these autogenous 
vaccines were prepared. Pure cultures of actino- 
myces were obtained from the cheek and staphlo- 
coccus albus ¢ actinomyces from the lip. 

The following are the doses forwarded :-— 

On March 24th, two ampules (stock vaccine), each 
containing 100 million fragments, one to be 
injected on the first and seventh day; m. equals 
millions. 

*On March 28th, six ampules auto-vaccine : 


Ist. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 6th. 
100m. 160m. 200m. 250m. 300m. 300m. 
*On May 5th, six ampules auto-vaccine :— 
300m. 350m. 400m. 500m. 600m. 600m. 


*On June 24th, six ampules auto-vaccine : 
600m. T00m. 800m. 900m.  1,000m. 1,000m, 
*On August llth, six ampules auto-vaccine : 
1,000m. 2,000m. 3,000m. 4,000m. 5,000m. 6,000m. 
*On September 22nd, six ampules auto-vaccine : 
7,000m. 8,000m. 9,000m. 10,000m, 12,000m, 12,000m 
Results.—After the sixth injection signs of im- 
provement were noted; the swelling became 
softer, the skin less tense, and the patient could 
now eat with greater freedom, and was beginning 
to chew her cud. The diarrhoea was also abating. 
From this date the progress was maintained. The 
ulcerations on the mucose gradually cicatrized, 
salivation stopped ; the patient put on flesh, and 
by the time the last injection was given nothing 
remained save a cicatrized enlargement on the 
cheek infected area. On November she calved a 
heifer calf. On August, 1920, the cow took first 
prize, and so also did the calf as a yearling. She 
again calved in December, 1920—this time a bull 
calf, which was sold a month ago at £350. 
Remarks.—This case has been purposely left 
unrecorded with the view of ascertaining whether 
the cure was apparent or real. After the lapse of 
two years, and the patient being still capable of 
taking first prizes in the show yard, one may almost 





* The mycelial growths were broken up with leads in 
saline solution, but owing to the unequal size of the 
resultant fragments, the dosage given is not quite exact. 
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conclude a recurrence is most unlikely. It may be 
urged the iodine treatment was an important link 
in the curative chain, and with this we agree, but 
not in the same respect as many practitioners, 
who have looked so long upon this drug and its 
derivatives as a specific in “‘actino.”’ lodine is 
not a specific for this disease; the therapeutical 
action of iodine salts being that of a treatment only, 
nothing more and nothing less. Wherever “‘actino”’ 
foci exist the tissue cells become active proliferating 
fibroblasts, the result being the organisms become 
deeply embedded in dense lowly vascular tissue 


severely limiting the filtration of bactericidal 
serum to the infected area and = shutting out 


nature's curative elements. If, therefore, the 
system is saturated with a neoferised absorbent 
and a specific hypermunity of the blood is pro- 
duced by the aid of auto vaccines, the tenets 
belonging to the theory and practice of successful 
therapy are fulfilled. 

The profuse diarrhcea in the early stages was 
rather interesting, possibly due to intestinal 
wetinomycetic invasion. On the other hand, 
another possible factor must not be overlooked 
and that is, mastication and rumination became 
severely disorganised, producing gastro-intestinal 
catarrh, and this may have been the causa causans 
wholly. An already debilitated alimentary canal 
from this cause would, however, favour parasitic 
invasion, so that it is just possible the catarrh was 
due not only to dietetic but also bacterial infection. 








Association Reporis. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

The seventy-eighth Annual General Mecting of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was 
held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, on Thursday, June 2nd, 1921, when 
the following were present :- 

Dr, O. Charnock Bradley (President) in the chair. 
Messrs. P. G. Anderson, Wm, Anderson, Major 
A. Baird, Messrs. J. Bishop, J. Brown, A. K. 
Cameron, J. Clarkson, T. D. Connochie, A. Douglas, 
A. Edgar, J. Edgar, F. W. Garnett, A. Gibson, 
A. Gofton, T. Grahame, J. Russell Greig, J. A. 
Hepburn, T. M. Inglis, EK. James, J. H. Jones, 
H. Kirk, J. Lindsay, J. Macfarlane, J. G. MeGregor, 
T. M. Mitchell, W. M. Mitchell, W. C. Miller, 
W. J. Mulvey, J. Nicol, W. S. Petrie, D. 8. 
Rabagliati, EK. J. H. Sewell, 8. H. Slocock, T. T. 
Taylor. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting as it appeared in the London Gazelte. 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
following members :—Major J. Abson, Mr. G. A. 
Banham, Major-Gen. Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Messrs. 
W. Brown, J. H. Carter, H. J. Dawes, F. L. Gooch, 
W. 8. King, G. H. Locke, J. McKinna, Col. A. W. 
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Mason, Messrs. T. 8. Price, H. L. Roberts, P. J. 
Simpson, J. Willett, P. Wilson. 

The minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Prestpent: Before proceeding to the 
orthodox business of the meeting, I think that 
on this occasion it may not be out of place if I 
depart just a little from the usual routine. | 
want to convey to those members of the profession 
who have come across the border the appreciation 
on the part of their professional brethren north 
of the Tweed of their kindness and admiration 
at their courage in facing the difficulties and 
uncertainties and discomforts of railway travelling 
at the present time. Though I have no mandate 
from the profession in Scotland, I think | am 
justified in stating that the Scottish members 
appreciate the departure from the usual custom 
of holding the annual meeting in London. The 
meeting in Edinburgh is of course something of 
an occasion. This is largely because the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has never more 
than four times in the whole of its existence met 
outside London, and only twice before have we 
had the privilege of receiving that august corpor- 
ation in Edinburgh. I need hardly say, therefore, 
that those of the profession on this side of the 
border, and perhaps more particularly those in 
Edinburgh, regard this as something of an occasion. 
The two years in which the annual meeting met 
in Edinburgh were 1880 and 1904, and the year 
1880 was a year of some interest, because then the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 was in the air, 
so that we may regard that particular date as one 
of very considerable consequence in the history of 
the whole profession. It was also an occasion 
of some moment owing to the fact that the 
President was a man who held the highest position 
of that day. I refer to Professor William Williams. 
If you will bear with me for a minute, I should 
like to read the names of those who attended that 
annual meeting. To the older members present 
the list can hardly fail to be of interest, though it 
may not perhaps be quite so interesting to the 
younger members, 

The list is as follows :— = 

The President, Professor Williams, Professors 
McCall, Walley, MeFadyean and Vaughan. Major- 
General Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, Bart., James 
Collins, Esq., Principal V.8. to the Army, Messrs. 
John Aitken, William Anderson, J. W. Anderton, 
Archibald Baird, Colin C. Baird, R. T. Bell, Allan 
P. Blue, John Borthwick, Andrew Boyd, Hugh 
Brock, John R. Brown, H. J. Cartwright, John 
Cameron, James Connochie, C. Cunningham, 
William Dobie, Thomas E. Dollar, David Dudgeon, 
George Elphick, J. H. Ferguson, James Fingzies, 
George Fleming, James Freeman, Alexander H. 
Gentle, Thomas Greaves, Andrew Greig, Alexander 
Grey, junior, John E. Grey, M. Hack, J. Hammond, 
William Hunting, John C. Johnston, Alexander 
Lawson, T. H. Lewis, Alexander I. MacCallum, 
A. J. McIntosh, Peter Moir, George Morgan, 
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John P. Prentice, George Philp, William Robertson, 
Alexander Robinson, Archibald Robinson, RB. 
Rutherford, James Scrymgeour, Thomas  H. 
Simcocks, Andrew Spruell, John Storie, J.B. 
Taylor, Peter Taylor, Tom Taylor, W. A. Taylor, 


William Whittle, William Woods, James Wyper 


and the Secretary. 

The list is of interest because so very few are still 
with us. If I might, in conclusion, express personal 
thanks to those who are attending this meeting, 
and more especially to those who have come 
from considerable distances, I should very much 
like to do so. I may quite freely say that | 
deeply appreciate the kindness of those who have 
travelled from London, for we all know that London 
is a great deal farther from Edinburgh than 
Edinburgh is from London. 

L will now call on the Secretary to read the report 
of the Scrutineers on the election of Council. 

The Secretary read the Scrutineers’ report as 
follows :— 

Election of Nine Members of Council, June, 1921. 

We, the undersigned Scrutineers, certify that 
the votes recorded in the voting papers for the 
several candidates nominated for clection to 
Council were as follows 


McKinna . 733 Simpson a oe 
Carter... .. 697 Price... oo 
King... 0 Cee McIntosh a 
Slocock ... . G74 Livesey oo ae 
Spencer ... ... 658 McCall ... ics 
Mulvey ... on 


There were LO spoilt papers and 56 papers were 
received too late. 

(Signed) Bernard Gorton, H. C. P. King, 
Frederick Thos. Trewin, Ernest A. Prudames, 
H. W. Jones, J. T. Edwards, Hugh Cooper, E. G. 
Offord, Hugh A. MacCormack, W. Jackson Young, 
A. Duff Dunbar. 

The Prestpent: I declare the following nine 
members of Council :—McKinna, Carter, King, 
Slocock, Spencer, Mulvey, Simpson, Price, 
McIntosh, and I am further to declare that Mr. 
McIntosh is elected in place of Mr. A. Lawson, 
retired, with the result that Mr. MeIntosh will 
retire at the time when Mr. Lawson would normally 
have retired, that is in 1923. 

Mr. Mutvey: I have very great pleasure, Sir, 
in proposing a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Scrutineers for their very onerous duties, which 
have been carried out to the satisfaction of your 
Council. 

Mr. Woops: | have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 


Annual Report. 
The Prestpent: We now come to the con- 
sideration of the annual report. 
Mr. Gorton: I beg to move that the annual 
report be received. 
Mr. CLARKSON seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 
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Mr. RK. G. ANDERSON moved that the report be 
adopted. Mr. Dovguas seconded. 

Mr. CLARKSON : There is one thing in connection 
with the paragraph on finance that may perhaps 
be of interest. We are just at the commencement 
of a new period, and it would be interesting to 
know how the annual fees are coming in from the 
various members. If we could have this inform- 
ation, | am sure it will be of interest. 

Mr. Mutvey: With your permission, Sir, I 
should like to say that the annual fees are not 
coming in so satisfactorily as your Council and 
the Treasurer would like. Up to the present 
we have received only £1,880. We are short by 
over £1,000; and that sum of £1,880 includes 
£834 which was received as voluntary subscriptions 
before April Ist. I can only hope that within 
a very short time we shall receive some more money. 
Your Council has had very great difficulty for 
many years in carrying on the work as it should 
be done, and unless the members of the profession 
realise their responsibilities under the Act, and 
send their guineas very shortly, l am afraid it will 
involve the Secretary in an unnecessary amount 
of work, and the College an unnecessary amount 
of expense, in bringing pressure upon them, which 
we shall all regret having to do. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion for the adoption of the report was 
then put and carried unanimously. 

The Presipent: That closes the business of 
the meeting. 

Mr. Woops: Before the business is quite closed 
| should like to propose a vote of thanks to our 
President for his conduct of one of the best meetings 
I have ever attended. It is a meeting which 
has belied entirely the ordinary conception of the 
Scotchman, who is said to be exceedingly fond of 
argument. You know the saying that if you say 
to a Scotchman that two and two make four, he 
will reply, *‘ Well, ’m not prepared to admit it, 


but I’m prepared to discuss it.”’  (Laughter.). 


It has been the most unanimous mecting I have 
ever attended, due, no doubt, Mr. President, to 
the esteem in which youtare held. — I congratulate 
you also on the fact of the meeting being held in 
Edinburgh. I quite agree that these meetings 
should occasionally be held out of London. — | 
propose a hearty vote of thanks to the President. 

This was carried with acclamédtion, and the 
meeting terminated. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 

A very enjoyable meeting of the Central Veterin- 
ary Society was held at the Army Veterinary 
Stores, Shrapnel Barracks, Woolwich Common, 
on Thursday, June 2nd, 1921. Major-Gen. Sir 
L. J. Blenkinsop, K.C.B., D.S.O., the President, 
was present, also the following Fellows :—Messrs, 
C. Roberts, H. D. Jones, J. Bell, W. N. Thompson, 
W. Willis, W. F. Widden, D. H. Wood, J. Willett, 
J. F. Macdonald, H. J. Parkin, F. G. Samson, J. 
Rowe, A. L. Wilson, J. W. McIntosh, H. King, 


-* wre ek - 


vs. 
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G. H. Livesey, R. Bryden, A. E. Gostling, P. S. 
Howard, M. G. Byerley, J. Seton, A. E. Willett, 
O. 8. Broadhurst, R. A. Philp, F. W. Willett, Col. 
A. Olver, Col. R. C. Cochrane, Col. W. A. Woed, 
Major B. L. Lake, Major K. McL. MacKenzie, 
Major P. J. Simpson, Major P. W. Dayer Smith, 
and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. Visitors :— 
Major T. E. Campey, Capt. J. Millward, Capt. 
R. T. Bett. Numerous apologies regretting 
inability to attend were received. 

The Hon. Sec. announced that the minutes of 
the last—-May—meeting had not yet been pub- 
lished. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Hon. Sec. brought forward a letter received 
from the Secretary of the National Clean Milk 
Society, also a resolution passed at their meeting, 
May 27th. 


Tue NATIONAL CLEAN MILK Socterty. 


3 Bedford Square, 
London. W.C.1, 
30th May, 1921. 
Central Veterinary Association, 
Hugh MacCormack, Esq., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, 
Tufnell Park, N7. 

Dear Sir,—At a meeting of my Council on 
Friday afternoon, May 27th, a resolution was 
passed, a copy of which I enclose, and I was 
instructed to forward it to you to lay before your 
Association, which I understand meets this week.— 
Yours faithfully (Signed) H. M. Wiuurams, Sec. 

The Resolution was as follows :— 

That in the opinion of the Council of the National 
Clean Milk Society 

1. Greater care should be taken in the 
elimination from dairy farms of animals that 
may be a source of danger to the public through 
the milk supply. 

2. That veterinary surgeons, duly appointed 
by the Local Authority, should have power to 
enter the premises of any person producing 
milk, for the purpose of examining any cattle 
in the herd and of reporting on the health sof 
any cattle in the herd. 

3. That the Government should take steps 
to provide for the free use of the tuberculin 
test by farmers who will adhere to conditions 
that the testing authority may lay down. 
After a slight discussion, it was decided to put 

the subject on the next—July—agenda, when it 
could be thoroughly discussed. 

Major Camprey then conducted the party over 
the vast stores of drugs, etc., explaining the 
different departments, also the mode of packing 
and despatching drugs and instruments to the 
different units at home and abroad. 

After leaving the buildings, Major B. L. Laker 
took the party in hand, and showed the hospital, 
and explained the interesting cases under treat- 
ment; also the Turkish bath, dipping tank for 
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mange, and a German portable mange dressing 
box, and other very interesting items. 

The members were then entertained to tea and 
refreshments by the officers of the R.A.V.C. on 
the lawn tennis courts of the R.A.V.C. officers’ 
mess. 

Mr. J. W. Mclntosu proposed and Mr. J. 
WILLETT seconded a vote of thanks to the R.A.V.C., 
coupling with it the names of Col. R. C. Cochrane, 
Major B. L. Lake, and Major Campey. The two 
former replied. 

The President, Major-Gen. Sir L. J. BLENKINSOP, 
proposed and the Hon. Sec. seconded a vote, 
congratulating two of the new members of Council, 
Major P. J. Simpson and Mr. J. W. McIntosh, who 
were present, on their recent election, and they 
replied. 

MacCorMACk, 
Hon. Sec. 


Huaeu A. 





VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

At the request of this Association, Professor J. 
D. Stewart, of Sydney University Veterinary 
School, read at the April meeting the very interest- 
ing paper on “ Repression of Animal Tuberculosis ” 
he had previously read before the recent Science 
Congress in Melbourne. 

He drew attention to the enormous cost of 
systematically testing all the herds with tuberculin, 
and since this seemed at present impracticable, 
advised getting more in touch with the stock- 
owners, and disseminating knowledge with respect 
to better animal husbandry, better hygienic con- 
ditions, ete. The segregation and destruction of 
all clinical cases had certainly diminished the 
incidence of the disease in New South Wales, and 
he advised more vigorous application of the 
existing Acts of Parliament dealing with the 
disease. 

Although an extremely valuable and _ reliable 
means of diagnosing the disease, testing with 
tuberculin was far from being an untold blessing 
in the unskilled hands of laymen. 

After conversing with the delegates from the 
various States, he was astonished to note the 
differences of opinion as to the incidence of the 
disease, and he deplored the absence of uniformity 
of repression. 

An Inter-State conference is to be held in the 
near future, under the directorate of the Federal 
Bureau of Science and Industry, in order to discuss 
means of repression. 

J. A. Robertson, Esq., M.R.C.V.S8. (Herdmaster), 
was unable to attend, but forwarded a much 
appreciated letter setting out his views on repres- 
sion. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the 
Professor, and later a discussicn tock place as to 
the pros. and cons. of repression in this State. 

The second half of the evening was taken up by 
a discussion on ‘ The Hereditary Nature of Ring- 
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bones in Thoroughbreds,” which was introduced 

by the President, Lieut.-Col. Gribben, and well 

supported by the members. 

Frank WuitrHovse. B.V.Sc. Sydney, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Australian Veterinary Association. 
INAUGURAL MEETING. 


The inaugural meeting of the Australian Veter- 
inary Association was held in the Lecture Hall of 
the School of Veterinary Science, Melbourne 
University, on January 12th, 1921. It was pre- 
ceded by a meeting of veterinarians called t« gether 
by the honorary organising secretary, who in so 
doing briefly outlined the steps taken in 1914 
towards the formation of the Association, and 
referred to a previous attempt to form such an 
Association in 1880. One member of that Associa- 
tion was present at this meeting in the person of 
Dr. W. T. Kendall. 

The organising secretary called for nominations 
for a chairman for the meeting, and Professor H. A. 
Woodruff was nominated, seconded, and duly 
elected. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the organising secre- 
tary to read out the proposed procedure for the 
holding of the inaugural meeting. This was done. 
The Chairman then called for nominations for a 
credentials committee of not more than three, 
to examine the credentials of those present, and 
of any proxies held by them. Messrs. Woc druff, 
Kendall and Henry were appointed to act. 

The conference then proceeded to the election 
of members in accordance with resolution 4 of the 
conference of January, 1914, as modified by 
authority of the State Associations, and embodied 
in the procedure for the inaugural meeting. 

The conference then proceeded to the ratification 
of the suggested rules as drafted at the conference 
of 1914, and modified by authority of the State 
Association. The proposed rules were dealt with 
seriatim, and many amendments made. The 
provisional rules having been ratified and accepted 
as amended by the conference then in session, the 
Chairman declared the first general meeting of the 
Australian Veterinary Association to be in session, 
and the meeting proceeded to the election of 
officers. 

The following were elected members of the 
Council :— 


New South Wales.—Professor J. D. Stewart. 
M.R.C.V.S., B.V.Se., 8. T. D. Symons, Esq., 
M.R.C.V.S., Col. A. P. Gribben, M.R.C.V.S. 


Max Henry, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., B.V.Sc. 

V ictoria.—Professor H. B. Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., W. A. N. Robertson, Esq., 
B.V.Sce., Lt.-Col. L. C. Whitfield, D.S.O., 
G.M.V.C., E. F. J. Bordeaux, Esq., B.V.Sce. 

Queensland.—A. Cory, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., —. 
Irving, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., —. Kerr, Esq., B.V.Sc., 
J. A. Rudd, Esq., B.V.Sc. 
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South Australia.—C. V. Loxton, B.V.Sc., W. R. 
Wakeham, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., F. Murray-Jones, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.8., B.V.Se., L. B. Bull, Esq., D.V.Se. 

Owing to the shipping and railway strikes, 
nominations from Western Australia and Tasmania 
were not received in time. 

The meeting then adjourned and a meeting of 
council was held, at which the following officers 
were elected :— 


President.—Professor J. Douglas Stewart, 
M.R.C.V.8., B.V.Se. 
Vice-President.—Professur H. A. Woodruff, 


M.R.C.V.8., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

Treasurer.—S. T. D. Symons, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

General Secretary.— Max Henry, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
B.V.Sc. 

The council decided that nominations for council 
and membership from Western Australia and 
Tasmania, delayed owing to the strike, should be 
ecnsidered as valid. 

The council approved of payment of incidental 
expenses in connection with the inaugural meeting 
to be made a first charge on the funds of the 
Association. 

It was decided to hold the second meeting of the 
Australian Veterinary Associaticn at Sydney in 
Easter week, 1922. 

Max Henry, Hon. Gen. Secretary. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


Immediately after the close of the annual 
meeting of the College, there was held the Annual 
General Meeting of the members of the above 
Association. 

There were present :—Mr. 8. H. Slocock (in the 
chair), A. W. Baird, O. Charnock Bradley, |J. 
Brown, A. Douglas, A. Edgar, J. Edgar, F. W. 
Garnett, A. Gofton, J. H. Jones, KE. James, H. 
Kirk, J. Lindsay, R. G. Linton, W. M. Mitchell, 
W. M. C. Miller, W. J. Mulvey, J. J. MceGre, D. G. 
Rabagliati, W. Woods. 

The Secretary announced that letters of apology 
had been received from G. H. Locke, P. J. Simpson, 
J. Abson, T. 8. Price, J. Willett, Sir L. J. Blenkinsop. 

The minutes of the previous annual meeting 
were read and confirmed. 


Election of President. 


Mr. GARNETT: I beg to move the re-election 
of Mr. Slocock as President. I don’t think, 
gentlemen, you all know the amount of work he 
does. He certainly lives adjacent to London, 
but I am sure that his whole heart and soul are in 
the fund. We cannot do better than reappoint 
him. 

Mr. Gorton : I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Stocock: I thank you for the re-election 
and the signification of your confidence, and I will 
endeavour to carry out the work to the best 
possible end for the next year. 
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Klection of Vice-President. 

The Secretary read out the names of the Vice- 
Presidents, Messrs. Barrett, Garnett, West and 
Sir Stewart Stockman, and reported that Mr. 
Barrett wished to resign his office, owing to his 
inability to attend the meetings. 

Mr. GARNETT: I am very sorry to hear about 
Mr. Barrett. He was really the originator of the 
Fund, and has always taken a great interest in its 
welfare. But in view of his letter, I beg to 
propose that Messrs. T. 8. Price, T. M. Inglis, 
KX. A. West, and Sir Stewart Stockman be elected 
Vice-Presidents for the é¢nsuing year. 

Mr. Gorton seconded, and the 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gorton moved: That this meeting places on 
record its appreciation of the very valuable services 
which Mr. Barrett has given to the Society from 
its inception, and his constant interest in its welfare 
and progress. 

Mr. Garnetr: I should like to second Mr. 
Gofton’s motion, and that the Secretary be in- 
structed to convey the resolution to Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should like to support the 
motion. Mr. Barrett gave great attention to the 
affairs of this Association from its very commence- 
ment. He carried out the duties of the office of 
President and Vice-President and Secretary, 
and he threw himself wholly into the work. 

The Presipent: | am glad to have this 
resolution moved. For my part I remember 
Mr. Barrett being at one time—one might almost 
say he was the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund. He was Secretary and Treasurer. | 
think he has held every office. I am_ pleased 
to think we are to carry our feelings to Mr, Barrett. 
1 believe he is not very well, and | am sure it is a 
thing he will very much appreciate. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


motion was 


Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

On the proposition of the President, Mr. P. J. 
L. Kelland was unanimously re-elected Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, 

Auditors. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, Messrs. Woodhouse 


and Wilkinson were unanimously — re-elected 
Auditors to the Fund. 


Annual Report. 


Dr. BRADLEY moved the reception and adoption 
of the annual report. 

Mr. Garnetrr: IL second that. I should like 
to put it on record that when we had our meeting 
outside London, in 1912, in Dublin, it was made 
a red-letter day in the annals of the Society. 

Irishmen before that time had never fully 
appreciated the Fund, and from that date they 
organised themselves, and they are now amongst 
the most regular subscribers that we have. I 
hope that here in Scotland we shall also make a 





number of new members. We have a great 
work to do, to aid the deserving widows and children 
of our members, and large sums of money are 
wanted. We cannot give the assistance we would 
like to give. 1 think we should try and do some- 
thing more, and I appeal to our friends across the 
border to help us to give assistance to these very 
deserving cases. 

The Prestpent: Mr. Garnett has pointed out 
that in Lreland we received a great impetus. We 
received a great deal of support, and I am hoping 
that this visit to Scotland will make us more widely 
known here amongst Scottish members. It is 
not only your subscriptions we want. We want 
you to see that there are no poor people entitled 
to help from the Fund who are left in want. We 
know of cases where people have suffered longer 
than they ought to have done, and we are anxious 
that that should occur as little as possible. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was 
then put and carried. 


Election of Council. 

It was resolved that the following ten members 
be elected members of the Council, to represent 
the members of the Association :— 

G. A. Banham, F.R.C.V.8. A. Spicer, F.R.C.V.S. 
Maj.-Gen. Sir L. J. Blen- © H. Sumner, M.R.C.V.S. 
kinsop, K.C.B., D.8.0. RB. C. Trigger, J.P. 
Prof. 8. H. Gaiger, F. W. Garrett, C.B.E., 
F.R.C.V.S. J.P. 
¥. Leeds Gooch, W. Jackson Young, 
F.R.C.V.S. F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
J. Mel. MeCall. 

The Prestpent: That concludes the business. 

Mr. CiuarKkson: I think we owe the President 
a very hearty vote of thanks for his conduct of 
the meeting. 

I beg to propose a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the President. 

The motion was carried with acclamation, and 
the meeting terminated. 








Notes and News. 





Mr. MacCullum’s Edinburgh Bequest. 

Mr. Avex. MacCuLium, veterinary surgeon, 
of Edinburgh, who gave £25,000 during his life 
towards the erection of the new Royal Dick 
Veterinary College buildings in Edinburgh, has 
bequeathed, on the death of his wife, a further 
sum of £10,000 for equipping and furnishing the 
college buildings, providing that his trustees are 
satisfied that the Board of Management have 
appointed as principal a thoroughly competent 
veterinary surgeon, who must be a Scotsman 
trained at that College, qua'ified as a member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and a 
doctor of science of Edinburgh University, failing 
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which a veterinary surgeon of the Royal College 
is to be appointed.— The Times. 


Discussed in the Commons. 
(Hansard Report.) 
TERRITORIAL Force (Horses). 


Sir A. Holbrook asked the Secretary of State for 
War if of 15,000 horses selected for the boarding- 
out scheme to meet the requirements of the Terri- 
torial Force, the wastage in one year has been 2,500 
horses; what department was responsible for 
selecting these horses; whether they were sub- 
jected to veterinary inspection ; and what loss to 
public funds was ineurred by the wastage 
mentioned ? , 

Sir R. Sanders: I am informed that the wastage 
has been approximately 1,000 less than that stated 
by my hon. and gallant friend. With regard to the 
second part of the question, all animals on military 
charge were inspected after the Armistice by a 
board of officers of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps and graded into four groups, according to age 
and fitness for service. Only animals in the first 
two groups were retained for Army use in the 
United Kingdom or repatriated from France, and 
15,000 of these, mainly of the light draught class, 
were boarded out. A veterinary inspection of each 
horse is carried our prior to issue to an allottee. 
The wastage is not, in the circumstances, con- 
sidered excessive, and there has been no loss to 
public funds beyond the ordinary rate of wastage 
which was provided for in Army Estimates, and 
which is inseparable from any such scheme. 

[This matter is dealt with in our editorial columns 
this week.—Ed. ] 


“ Times” Reports. 


PERFORMING ANIMALS BILL. 


On consideration of the Performing Animals 
(Prohibition) Bill as amended in Standing 
Committee. 

Lieut.-Com. Kenworthy moved an amendment 
to Clause 2, which provides that the measure shall 
not apply to the case of an animal or bird of a 
domestic nature not previously trained for the 
purposes of a public entertainment, nor to the 
case of horses which have been so trained, nor 
to the case of animals ordinarily used in military 
tournaments or exhibited by any person licensed 
to train and exhibit animals by a justice of the 
peace. The amendment was to leave out after 
** horses ”’ the words “‘ which have been so trained.”’ 
Lieutenant-Commander Kenworthy said he moved 
the amendment at the request of the Home Office, 
who pointed out the legal difficulty of deciding 
whether animals were trained or not. 

Sir J. Butcher said that as he read the amend- 
ment its effect would be to take horses out of the 


Bill. He was not at all sure that was the proper 
course, He had seen horses on the stage put on 
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a revolving table and made to gallop as hard as 
they could, at the risk if they ceased to move of 
being hurled off the table and seriously hurt. 
He could not think it was worthy of them to allow 
horses to be used in such performances. He had 
seen, for instance, the following kind of thing. 
The organisers of some entertainment professed 
to put the Derby on the stage. In order to pro- 
duce a realistic effect they did not consider it 
sufficient for the horses to gallop across the stage. 
Therefore, they made use of the exceedingly 
objectionable device of the revolving platform. 
By what methods they trained the horses to keep 
on it he could not conceive ; but he could well 
believe they were not methods of kindness. The 
English people professed to have the greatest 
admiration of horses, and horses were dear to them 
as representing a great national sport. 

Mr. R. McNeill said that if there was cruelty 
in the performance referred to it could be dealt 
with under the ordinary law. Sir J. Butcher 
thought it would be diffieult to get at the trainers 
of the horses if the words were omitted from the 
Bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Question of Licensing. 


Lieut.-Com. Kenworthy moved the omission 
of the provision allowing the licensing of perform- 
ances by animals. He said the Home Office was 
opposed to the system, as it would permit of a 
licence being obtained from a magistrate in some 
remote part of the country which would hold good 
for the whole country, and it was the experience 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals that no system of licence would afford 
the protection to animals that was desired. It 
had proved a failure, for instance, in the case of 
the traffic in worn-out horses. That being so, 
the promoters of the Bill, believing that licensing 
or inspection would but stereotype the evils they 
desired to get rid of, would, rather than agree 
to it, withdraw the Bill altogether. (Hear, hear.) 

Lieut.-Col. James doubted whether the Bill, by 
removing animals from the stage, would stop the 
cruelty complained of. The animals would 
continue to be trained here as before, and then 
exported to the Continent, where public opinion 
was not so sympathetic in regard to cruelty to 
animals as it was in this country. That was his 
experience when he was secretary of an important 
branch of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals on the Continent. The omission 
of the system of licensing would be very hard on 
an extremely deserving class. It would also 
reduce the Bill to ridicule. Dog Toby would be 
excluded from ‘“ Punch and Judy.”’ (Hear, hear.) 

Lieut.-Col. Guinness said that if the proposed 
licensing system were allowed, they might just 
as well have no Bill at all. A person might go 
to a magistrate, who himself might be an animal 
trainer, and get performances franked throughout 
the whole country. That would make the position 
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worse than it was. It would allay public anxiety 
and probably lead to a great deal more cruelty. 
It was most necessary, if they were to have a Bill, 
that there should be no provision about licensing. 

Mr. J. O’Grady criticized the action of members 
of the Standing Committee which had considered 
the Bill for seeking to amend it after it had left the 
Committee as an agreed measure. Speaking 
as one who had assisted in founding the Variety 
Artists’ Federation, he said he intended to move 
the rejection of the Bill on the third reading. 
The measure, he said, levelled infamous charges 
against a great body of men who earned their 
livelihood by exhibiting performing animals and 
who themselves were animal lovers. 

Commander Bellairs supported the system of 
magistrates giving licences. 

Sir J. Butcher said that without the amendment 
the Bill became useless. Licences would be 
granted in unlimited numbers and would be 
subject to no conditions. If licences were to 
be granted, he suggested that they should be 
granted by a responsible body, such as Quarter 
Sessions, and that the Home Secretary should 
prescribe the conditions under which they should 
be granted. Subject to safeguards, he thought 
licences might be possible, but the licensing system 
in its present form rendered the Bill futile and 
absurd. 

Mr. Spencer related an experience which he had 
had 20 or 30 years ago, when he saw a performing 
lion in a cage in the centre of which red-hot irons 
were being heated in order to enable the trainer 
to get into the cage. The lion had been tormented 
to make it as ferocious as possible, so as to attract 
the public. That was one of the most revolting 
sights he had ever seen, though he did not think 
so at the time. He would not wish any animal 
to be subjected to treatment of that character, 
and the sooner the taste for such exhibitions was 
eradicated from the mind of the British public 
the better. 

Mr. Stanton said he thought the Committee, 
with all good intention, had mistaken the way. 
They had been told fairy stories about these things. 
Children of to-day were too smart to be attracted 
by the sort of thing Mr. Spencer had mentioned. 
On the previous evening he went to a show where 
performing seals were diving into a tank. Two 
young ladies were also diving. (Laughter.) It 
was really a clean and excellent show, and he would 
not mind at all being a seal. (Laughter.) They 
had three months in the sea at Blackpool, or 
somewhere else, having a rest. (Laughter.) As 
to elephants, he always understood that they had 
a retentive memory, and he would not care to be 
the man who applied a red-hot poker to an elephant. 
(Laughter. ) 

The amendment was rejected by 69 votes to 60. 


Animals for Sport. 


Lieut.-Col. Guinness moved to add to the clause 
words to provide that the measure should not 








apply “to the use of animals for the purpose 
of sport.”” He wished to make sure that there 
would be no interference with sheepdog trials, 
the Waterloo Cup, or any such forms of sport. 
depending on the training of animals in their 
natural faculties. Im the absence of an amend. 
ment, he thought it might be held necessary for 
the owner of sheepdogs to get a licence from a 
magistrate in order to show them. The amend- 
ment would not legalise cruel sports, such as cock- 
fighting, which were forbidden under the law as it 
stood. 

Mr. Inskip seconded the amendment, which, 
however, was withdrawn after discussion. 

On the motion for the third reading of the Bill, 
Sir J. Butcher asked whether the Home Secretary 
would give a pledge that the Government would 
propose a Select Committee of the House. 

Mr. Shortt said he could not give a pledge of 
that kind. If there was an agreement among 
members that a Select Committee should be set 
up, it would be set up. If, on the other hand. 
some other form of inquiry was decided upon, 
the Home Office would assist. 

The motion that the Bill be read a third time 
was then put and negatived without a division. 


Worn-Out Horses. 


Colonel Burn, in moving the third reading of 
the Diseases of Animals Act (1910) Amendment 
Bill, said that it was designed to stop the existing 
loophole by which horses could, without examin- 
ation or inspection, be exported to the Continent, 
via the Channel Islands. They all knew the 
public agitation that had taken place against 
this pernicious traffic of old and worn-out horses. 
It was a national disgrace that after these animals 
had done their work in this country, they should 
end their days with the cruel treatment involved 
in travelling to the Continent. 

After a short discussion, the Bill was read a 
third time. 

Dogs and Viwvisection. 

Sir F. Banbury, in moving the second reading 
of the Dogs’ Protection Bill, which prohibits 
vivisection experiments on dogs, cited an extract 
from the Lancet to the effect that the knowledge 
which the medical profession had acquired by 
experiments on dogs could be acquired in other 
ways. 

Sir Watson Cheyne said he was a dog lover, and 
he thought his friends of the scientific and medical 
professions were dog lovers, but they felt that 
they could not afford to lose the experience that 
might be gained from these experiments. There 
were many fields of knowledge that they must 
explore if they were to advance the science of 
medicine, and do their duty in fighting disease. 
The observations which they gathered from the 
dog were quite necessary. The animals used for 
these experiments were rats, mice, guinea-pigs, 
rabbits, dogs and cats, horses and apes. Other 
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animals were only very occasionally used. Sir 
F. Banbury did not mind whether other animals 
were used as long as the dog was left alone. But 
there were very few apes in this country, they were 
not so easily handled as dogs, and they were expen- 
sive. The passage of this Bill would arrest 
in a great degree the progress of medical science. 
Results had been obtained from experiments on 
dogs which were of the greatest value. They 
were the groundwork of the knowledge of the 
healthy processes of life. The science of physiology 
was based almost entirely on observations made 
on dogs. It did not do to despise knowledge 
because it had no immediate utilitarian outlook. 
(Cheers.) Almost all the great sciences, including 
electricity, had begun in quite insignificant ways. 

The hon. member was still speaking when the 
debate stood adjourned. 


TRADE IN Unrit Horssgs. 


The Standing Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, presided over by Mr. John Hodge, passed 
without amendment the Diseases of Animals Act 
(1910) Amendment Bill, introduced by Colonel 
Burn, which provides that the prohibition of the 
shipping of unfit horses from any port in Great 
Britain to any port outside the British Isles, and 
the provisions for the slaughter of injured horses 
shipped from any port in Great Britain to any port 
outside the British Islands, shall have effect so as 
to include shipment in any vessel from any port 
in the United Kingdom to any port outside the 
United Kingdom. 


Serum Treatment of “ Grass Disease.’’ 


This disease, which was specially recognised 
about 1910, was confined, says the Aberdeen 
Free Press, during the first few subsequent years 
to the coastal area between Dundee and Arbroath, 
and mostly found on highly-cultivated farms ; it 
is now extending along the line of the foot-hills 
from, say, the Glenogil district inwards towards 
Blairgowrie, through the Perthshire Highlands. 
and into certain areas of the North of Scotland. 

Regarding the serum treatment for grass disease 
in horses, a veterinarian closely associated with 
the research which is being carried out in connection 
with the disease declares it a little premature 
to say that the cause of the disease has been found. 
Investigations are proceeding satisfactorily under 
Dr. J. F. Tocher, of Aberdeen University, but 
the serum treatment must be regarded as still 
in its experimental stage. 

Since the*outbreak commenced, a meeting of 
veterinary surgeons associated with the Highland 
and Agricultural Society’s Investigation Committee, 
which Dr. Tocher attended, has been held in 
Perth. At this meeting it was agreed by the 
members of the veterinary profession present to 
assist the progress of investigation by the appli- 
cation, in suitable cases, of a serum prepared from 
the organism suspected as the cause of the disease, 
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and believed to have an anti-toxic value in treat- 
ment. 

In order that opportunities may be had for test- 
ing the effects of the serum in favourable conditions, 
farmers are advised to co-operate with their 
veterinary advisers by notifying, at once, any 
suspicious symptoms of illness amongst their 
horse stock. ; 

There is no doubt in the minds of veterinary 
authorities that the disease is ingested with the 
food, either grass or hay, though it is curious that 
the disease always appears at the grass season. 
While the investigation has been in progress four 
or five years now, they point out that it cannot 
be tackled successfully on the evidence of one or 
even two or three seasons. Apart from the 
experiment with the anti-toxin treatment, investi- 
gations on, it is understood, an entirely different 
line are likely to be embarked upon. 


OLYMPIA HORSE SHOW. 

So extensive are the entries for the various 
classes at the International Horse Show, which 
is to remain open at Olympia from Saturday, the 
lsth, until Saturday, the 25th, that three sessions 
daily have been arranged for. Naturally, the 
most attractive programmes are fixed for the 
afternoons and evenings, the performances com- 
mencing at 2 and 7-30 each day, and there will be 
jumping over the course at every one of these 
sessions. 

The Gala Performance will take place on Monday 
afternoon, June 20th, when the officers of seven 
nations will jump for the King George V. Gold 
Cup, a trophy at present held by Captain 
Laissardiere, of France. Prior to the contest there 
will he a parade of officers in uniform and_ the 
judging of officers’ light-weight chargers. 

The Connaught Challenge Trophy, open to all 
officers serving in the regular, special reserve, 
territorial, and overseas forces, will be decided on 
the Wednesday evening. This cup was last year 


won by Lieut.-Colonel Geoffrey Brooke, 16th 
Lancers, who has again* entered the lists. He 


rode ** Combined Training,” the horse with which, 
when he held the rank of lieutenant, he was success- 
ful in 1914. 

The Prince of Wales’ Cup is to be competed for 
on Thursday afternoon, June 23rd. Until, in 
1914, Russia won outright with a third consecutive 
victory, the award was called the King Edward 
VIL. Cup. Last year H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
presented a new cup, which is held by Sweden, 
Each of the seven competing armies enters one 
team of three officers, who, riding in uniform, 
jump twice round the course. 


Royal Agricultural Show to be Held. 


The Ministry of Agriculture announces that the 
large area in the North Midlands scheduled a 
fortnight ago, on account of the recent outbreaks 
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of foot-and-mouth disease in Cheshire, Derbyshire 
and the West Riding of Yorkshire, has been con- 
siderably reduced by an Order which took effect 
on Monday, the 13th June. 

The areas which will continue scheduled and out 
of which no movement of stock can take place 
will be (1) an area extending from Matlock and 
Brassington in the South-east to Dukinfield, 
Stockport and Mobberley (Cheshire) in the North- 
west, and from Congleton, Quarnford (Staffs), 
and Eaton, near Alsop (Derbyshire) in the South 
to Hathersage, Castleton, Charlesworth and 
Tintwistle, near Glossop, on the North; (2) a small 
area of 5 miles radius around Harthill, near Sheffield: 
and (3) an area of 15 miles radius around Otley, 
Yorks. 

One important effect of these modifications will 
be to enable stock to be exhibited at the Royal 
Agricultural Show at Derby, at the end of the 
present month, but no animals can be sent to the 
Show from the areas remaining scheduled. The 
same may be said of the Staffordshire Agricultural 
Show at Burton-on-Trent, on the 15th June. 





Foot-anp-Moutu News. 


Another outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease has 
occurred at Otley. Seven young beasts are 
affected. They are part of a herd of eighteen 
disposed of in the town a few weeks ago, and are 
traced to have come from Macclesfield. All the 
seven are to be slaughtered, and the district for a 
radius of 15 miles will be isolated, 


At Dumfries Justice of Peace Court, a cattle 
dealer and a farmer pleaded guilty in connection 
with the charge of moving 69 cattle from Cumber- 
land into Dumfriesshire, in contravention of the 
regulations made to prevent the spread of foot- 
and-mouth disease. The Fiseal stated that the 
cattle were at a farm on the English side of the 
Border, and at four o’clock in the morning they 
were moved across the Border to another farm. 
Later they were driven to Kirkpatrick station, 
and the animals had all the appearance of havjng 
been hurried along the road. Two of them died. 
The cattle were entrained for Edinburgh, and the 
stationmaster was told that the cattle had come 
from the Scottish farm of Stappler. Defendants 
were fined £25 and £5 respectively. 


An Order has been made by the Ministry of 
Agriculture under which store cattle may again 
be landed from those parts of Treland not situated 
within the area of 15 miles radius around New Ross, 
County Wexford, which has been scheduled by 
the Irish authorities on account of the recent 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease there. 

The cattle may be landed at the ports of 
Greenock, Ayr, Silloth, Heysham, Fleetwood, 
Holyhead, Fishguard and Bristol, subject to 14 
days’ quarantine in the landing places, under 
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the observation of the veterinary inspectors of 
the Ministry. 

The existing arrangements for the landing of 
[rish fat stock for slaughter at Birkenhead, Glasgow 
and Manchester continue in operation. 


Two cases of foot-and-mouth disease have been 
confirmed at Braunston, near Daventry. They 
occurred in a consignment of 25 head of Irish 
cattle received on May 18th, and it is expected 
that the Ministry of Agriculture will issue an order 
prohibiting the movement of stock within a con- 
siderable area. 


There is still a good deal of anxiety regarding 
the spread of rinderpest in Brazil. That country’s 
veterinary authorities maintain that the disease 
has been localised, and that no fresh outbreaks have 
occurred outside the already infected zone. The 
Argentine authorities are fully aware of the danger 
that threatens their valuable live stock, and have 
adopted all possible precautions to safeguard such 
important interests. If the Brazilian authorities 
have actually succeeded in confining this most 
contagious disease to a certain area, they are 
deserving of every credit for having accomplished 
so great an achievement. 





Bers AND Bap SMELLS. 


From time to time one hears of severe onslaughts 
made by bees on cattle, horses, dogs, and humans, 
and most people are lost for an explanation of 
these occurrences, which can usually be traced 
to the presence of a perspiring person or animal. 
When it is remembered that the olfactory nerves of 
bees are much more sensitive than those found in 
the animal kingdom, one can perhaps appreciate 
the position. The cleanest person is objectionable 
to bees in hot weather, and therefore if the natural 
odour emitted by the body be augmented by 
tobacco, onions, or something equally obnoxious, 
the bees become irritated to the point of fury, 
and soon come forth in wild rebellion in resentment 
against the objectionable interloper. From the 
foregoing it will be easily understood that the 
utmost cleanliness should characterise the bee- 
keeper’s actions preparatory to going into the 
apiary. The hands should be cleansed, and where 
one is unduly nervous a little honey spread over the 
hands will prevent the bees from stinging, as a rule. 
Horses, especially when fresh from work, should on 
no account be permitted to run near hives, and in 
all cases segregation of the hives will be a safe 
precaution which will seldom be associated with 
such ravages as those which are occasionally 
reported.— Farmers’ Gazette. 


PRESENTATION TO Dr. F. B. Power. 


An interesting Anglo-American function took 
place in the Assembly Hall of the Cosmos Club, 
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Washington, U.S.A., on May 9th, when Mr. Henry 
S. Wellcome, well known for his generous promo- 
tion of scientific research, presented Dr. F. B. 
Power with a gold medal specially struck to com- 
memorate Dr. Power’s distinguished services to 
science during 184 years as director of the Wellcome 
Chemical Research Laboratories, London. Dr. 
Power’s researches have been chiefly concerned 
with the constituents of plants, and more especially 
those plants used in medicine. During his 
directorship of the Wellcome Laboratories about 
170 papers were contributed to scientific societies, 
and, as one of the speakers at the presentation said, 
Dr. Power had during that time the greatest 
influence both in America and Great Britain in 
raising the standard of our pharmacopeias. His 
work is moreover still bearing fruit; and as an 
instance of this, it may be mentioned that the new 
treatment of leprosy, which gives promise of 
effecting a complete cure of this terrible disease, is 
based on the results of a series of researches con- 
ducted by Dr. Power in London. 





At an examination for inspectors of meat and 
other foods held in London on May 20th and 21st, 
1921, fifty candidates presented themselves. Of 
the twenty-eight candidates awarded certificates 
two were ladies. 





Anthrax and Lead Poisoning. 


Among the duties of the International Labour 
Organisation is ‘the protection of the worker 
against sickness, disease, and injury arising out of 
his employment.’’ The organisation has already 
secured international agreement on measures for 
the prevention of anthrax and the protection of 
women and children against lead poisoning, and at 
its next conference in October it is to consider 
further steps in this matter. 

An advisory committee, consisting of Government 
medical inspectors of factories and experts attached 
to organisations of employers and. workers or to 
industrial establishments, is to be appointed to 
assist the section dealing with industrial hygiene 
and occupational diseases. It is officially re- 
ported that sixteen fatal cases of lead poisoning 
among house painters and plumbers in Great 
Britain have been brought to the knowledge of the 
Home Office during the present year, though 
notification of these cases is not obligatory.— 
Times. 





LICENSING OF BULLS. 


The idea of putting a stop to the use of nonde- 
script bulls by licensing regulations, such as those 
now in force for stallions travelling the road, is 
making headway. The Kent executive of the 
Farmers’ Union is asking the opinion of its 
branches on the subject, and favourable replies 
are coming in. At a meeting of the Tonbridge 
branch the chairman said it was well known that 





| there were not enough good bulls to go round. 


Licensed bulls could be used longer, and the stock 
improved by the retention of the best. Another 
speaker at the same meeting considered that 
licensing was the quickest road to improvement, 
adding that many bulls could go on for ten or 
twelve years, instead of being sent to the block 
after three or four years. This subject is of great 
importance in some parts of the country where 
“scrub ”’ bulls are extensively used in dairy herds, 
and leave large numbers of calves that are scarcely 
worth rearing.—WScottish Farmer. 





Roap TRANSPORT FOR STOCK. 


If this year we have had a “road Derby,” we 
have also had a “road Bath and West,” and 
nothing was more conspicuous in the arrangements 
for the Bristol show than the great development 
which has taken place in the use of the motor for 
transporting live stock. In recent years the 
railway companies as a whole have treated breeders 
badly ; but it required the coal strike to bring 
things to a climax and to force many leading 
exhibitors to fit up motor vans for live stock, and 
many of these were in evidence at the Bath and 
West. Once having realised the benefits of this 
method of transport, it is unlikely that many will 
revert to the rail when the rail is again possible. 
Animals often get delayed on the railways for no 
apparent reason. No man is seen at his best 
after a long journey, and this holds good of live 
stock quite as much; discomfort and fatigue are 
frequently involved in getting them from the 
station to the show ground. In his motor van the 
owner has his stock under his own control through- 
out the journey, they are taken from door to door, 
and the same van will take the herdsman and all 
the equipment required. The Great Western 
Railway this year did extremely well in very 
difficult circumstances; but Bristol bids fair to 
mark a distinct point in live stock showing.— 
Agricultural Gazette. 





Animals’ Trick Shows.—The rejection on third 
reading of the Bill to prohibit performances by 
animals at public entertainments is to be followed 
by the setting up of a Select Committee to inquire 
into the question of cruelty. It is expected that 
the Committee will conclude its investigation in 
time to permit of the introduction of legislation, 
if found desirable, next session. 





* Vitamin’’—lIts Spelling and Pronunciation.—In trans- 
Atlantic journals of medicine the accessory food factor is 
always referred to as “ vitamin.”’ Until quite recently it 
was the custom in most British references to the subject 
to present the word with the final “e.’’ Some little time 
ago the Chemical Society gave a ruling that the final 
**e” should be omitted, and that form of spelling is now 
being generally adopted. We now come to the pro- 
nunciation of “‘ vitamin,’’ and this subject is considered 
sufficiently interesting to deserve an editorial mention 
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in the current British Medical Journal. A query having 
been sent to the editor of the B.M../., the latter remarks : 
** We had supposed that there could be no doubt that the 
first syllable was long and the “i” in it produced in the 
English manner (according to the analogy of ‘ vital’). On 
the question of length we have consulted Sir Clifford Albutt, 
wao has no doubt that the first syllable is long—vita.”’ 
On the other hand, American doctors with whom we have 
come in contact always speak of “ vitamins,” the first 
syllable being pronounced as in “ fit.”—Pharmaceutical 

Journal. 

. A Border Cattle Drive.--At Dumfries a fine of £25 was 
imposed on Jose H. Faulder, cattle dealer, Warwick Road, 
Carlisle, and fine of £5 on John McCleary, Staffler Farm, 
Halfmorton, Dumfriesshire, for offences arising out of a 
cattle drive of 69 animals in defiance of the Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease Regulations which close Scotland against 
the importation of cattle from England. It was stated 
that cattle were driven across the border in the early 
morning to a farm on the Scottish side and afterwards were 
put on the train at Kirkpatrick station for Edinburgh 
cattle markets. 


The Gaekwar of Baroda has presented two elephants 
to the Zoological Gardens, and they are at present on their 
way to Calcutta to be shipped to London as soon as 
transport can be arranged. Exact particulars have not 
yet reached London, but it is expected that the elephants 
are young females, suitable for riding. The Maharaja 
of Cooch Behar, who is a Fellow of the Zoological Society 
and son-in-law of the Gaekwar of Baroda, knew that the 
London Gardens were at present short of riding elephants, 
and it was at his suggestion that the generous gift was 
made. 





Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tue+day morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue, 


Veterinary Education in India. 


Sirs,—Please permit me to point out to Major Hobday 
that he has not brought forward one tittle of evidence in 
support of his original statement which I challenged, viz. : 
that Mr. Dalrymple Hay was largely instrumental in 
building up the fine veterinary schools and colleges in 
India. I reiterate that Mr. Dalrymple Hay has had 
nothing to do with the matter outside Madras. Major 
Hobday’s statement was grossly inaccurate and unfair 
to others, and unless he can substantiate it he should 
withdraw it, and I call upon him to do so.—Yours, K. 
HEWLETT. 

Bombay, 24th May, 1921. ' 


Election of Members of Council R.C.V.S. 


Sirs,—May I crave a small space in your journal to thank 
those fellows and members of the R.C.V.S. who so kindly 
showed their confidence in me by recording their votes 
for me? It will be my endeavour at all times to help to 
carry out their wishes with regard to the advancement of 
the veterinary profession, and the establishing of the 
R.C.V.S. in the position which it should occupy.—Thanking 
you in anticipation, yours faithfully, P. J. Smmpson. 

Shirley, Castle Hill, Maidenhead, June 7th, 1921. 


Colonial Services Veterinary Association. 
A SUGGESTION. 


Sirs,—At a combined meeting of the R.C.V.M.A. on 
February 28th, Major-Gen. Blenkinsop, in referring to the 





general apathy of the practitioner towards the progress of 
this profession, incidentally quoted the instance of the 
composition of the Commission appointed to enquire into 
Colonial Veterinary Services, as consisting of men who knew 
nothing about it, and, as a Colonial officer, I wish to 
strongly uphold this gentleman’s remarks. He says this 
is a matter for the members of the profession. But can 
the members of the profession know anything of the 
Colonial service unless they are authentically informed 
by those who are serving ? 


In the Veterinary Record last January I endeavoured 
to give the profession some idea of the conditions existing 
in these parts, but I, like others, know only the conditions 
of the countries in which I have worked. We have seen 
complaints from the I.C.V.D. in the Record, but what about 
the numerous other countries—are we to assume that 
because we hear nothing that they are satisfied ? 


I fear from what I see around me that General Blenkin- 
sop’s very pertinent remarks are well deserved and par- 
ticularly applicable to the Colonial officer, of whom I have 
heard it said that he always was and always will be a 
grouser. What is the good of a genuine grouse if you do 
not ventilate it in the proper way ? 

The whole solution of the difficulty is that the present 
lamentable lack of cohesion in the profession is as well 
marked in the Colonial service as in general practice, and 
will remain unless we make a real effort to uphold our 
motto, ‘Vis Unitor Fortior,” and stop all cutting of 
throats. The average man makes his own particular 
case the cause of all the grievance, and will not look at the 
matter from a broad-minded point of view which is for 
the good of the whole service or department. We have 
made a slight effort I believe since the war, in conformity 
with others, to improve our position and I am convinced 
that the N.V.M.A. can further our interests in many ways. 

I would advocate the formation of a central Colonial 
V.M.A., whose branches would be the various Colonial 
Veterinary Departments all over the world—the whole to 
be a branch of the N.V.M.A. We could hold our various 
branch meetings and report to the Central Colonial 
Association, who would act as our parent, and in its turn 
report to the N.V.M.A. 

I feel very strongly that lack of cohesion between the 
various Colonial veterinary services, and also the apathy 
of individual members of the same service, except to any 
matter affecting them personally. I know it is difficult 
to keep touch with one another in the Colonies, but it 
could be done if it were really desired and that apathetic 
condition cast off. Other branches of the Colonial 
service are in close individual touch, but the veterinary 
officers are entirely solitary for the most part. 

Why not start articles in the Record on the history of the 
various Colonial veterinary services since their inaugura- 
tion, and let the profession know what has been done, 
what is doing, and what ought tobe done? ~The Colonial 
service is one that should appeal to young graduates, but 
it is up to us who are on the spot to see that they are 
not doctored with any “ gilded pills ’’ before they come out, 
and to ventilate to the profession the drawbacks as well 
as the advantages attendant upon service in certain 
Colonies. It is by no means uncommon at present to hear 
the newcomer bitterly regretting that the rosy picture of 
anticipation painted at home had been rudely dispelled 
by the dull one of realisation after the first month. 

To a man of scientific tendencies, no place offers such 
scope for the exercise of his abilities as the Colonies ; he 
sees disease in the home of the disease, and should be able 
to disseminate valuable information therefrom. We have 
seen what can be done by an energetic man in South 
Africa under Sir Arnold Theiler, and I feel sure that other 
Colonies if properly staffed and remunerated would show 
good results. 

At the present rate of salary in some Colonies it is im- 
possible to expect to obtain the services of the right sort 
of man, and the result is that we have been eclipsed as a 
service. How much of this is due to the Colonial veter- 
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inary officer himself and how much to our ruling body 
I am not prepared to say, but the Colonial officer is by no 
means blameless. In some cases he has brought to the 
notice of those at home obvious errors of organisation and 
causes which retard the progress of the profession, but 
they have received no support or encouragement in the 
least. 

From Gen. Blenkinsop’s remarks I am pleased to infer 
that as a member of Council he, at any rate, would give 
an attentive hearing to anything the Colonial veterinary 
service wish to ventilate, and this is something for us to 
remember when we bestir ourselves ; but let us take his 
advice to heart and throw off our sloth at the earliest 
possible moment, and I feel sure from his remarks that he 
will not be found wanting in championing our cause. 

I again ask all Colonial veterinary officers to seriously 
consider as soon as possible any suggestions which will 
tend to strengthen the Colonial service and draw its mem- 
bers into closer touch with one another. Our R.A.V.C. 
is organised and worked from home; why should not we 
also have a similar central organisation for the Colonial 
service ? We are a large body, very scattered, and the 
appointment of a director of Colonial Veterinary Services 
should not be impossible. Once formed it could soon be 
organised by a capable man. 

I believe there used to be in existence some time ago a 
veterinary advisory committee to the Colonial Office. I 
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committee which was recently constituted to consider the 

various Colonial services, all I can say is, may the Lord 

have mercy on those of us in the East.—I remain, yours 

faithfully, Henry G. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., G.V.S., Penang. 
May 6th, 1921. 








Army Veterinary Service. 
THe LONDON GAZETTE, WAR OFFICE, REGULAR FORCEs. 


June 8th.—To be Lieuts. :—H. Jerrom, Lt. E. O’Kelly 
(late R.A.S.C.), L. R. Swifte (June 9th). 


June 9th.—Major R. Porteous retires on retired pay 
(June 10th). Temp. Captain A. E. Willett relinquishes 
his commission on completion of service (April 8th, 1919), 
and retains rank of Captain. (Substituted for notification 
in Gazette of December 23rd, 1920.) 

June 10th.—The following to be Lieuts. (on prob.) (June 
9):—H. Jerrom. Lieut. E. O’Kelly (late R.A.S.C.), 
L. R. Wwifte (Substituted for notification in Gazette of 
June 8th). 








Obituary. 


DosirE, Witit1AM, 82 Prenton Road East, Birkenhead. 























































































































do not know if this body still exists or exerts any influence Graduated Edinburgh, November 16th, 1866. Died Ist 
with the Government, but, if it is represented by the June, 1921. 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. Summary of Returns. 
Foot- Glanders _ : 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including oo oe Swine Fever 
Disease. Farcy).* — : 
Cases z fe a £3 3 £3 3 58 3 38 
' 4 ‘ ‘ o 
Period. atoeess 4 3 18s (|88s BA 8 es a¢| 3 [scale isS3 
5 = o |83 *eoxs| 8 [Fos] = gs] ° wos 
4/2 2 12, /22¢g45) © 25) © St) a. laa 
EIS? | 2/83 ets slspe) 2 [S>2| 2 [bs] 33 [2 
° eis 8 aE & g ed Pe i) wa - +) we & |e; 3 
aloe see & SEG a Roe S| £ Fo S|] £ Le SI SE [et 
e| se] se | Se fgegofSsd!) 2 [Sed] 18 sB< BS /Eag 
A|O o | < o < CO < fo q jo Oo N 
GT. BRITAIN. No.| No. | No. | No. | No No. No. | No | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. 
Week ended 4th June, 1921 ae Cte 6 10 2 104 ces 35 62 6 37 8 
. 1920 ; 4 4 4 1016 ia sas 64 95 1 49 52 
Coreg 1919 | 6 3 | : . | 1 | 1 | 108} 219] 1 | 70 | 38 
1918 |... 3 4 - 1 2 4°00 | 156 1 31 14 
Total for 23 weeks, 1921 19 1 | 275 | 327 40 2886 5 8 | 1397 | 2172 | 382 | 596 | 171 
1920 | 4] ... | air | 243 | 46 | 3448 | 9 | 16 | 2486 | 4279] 285 i055 | 400 
Coma 1919 [104 | 3 | 91 | 121 | 19 | 1033 | 13 | 39 | 3167 | 6193] 213 | 789 | 325 
_— 1918 J... | ... [135 | 152 |... . | 16 | 44 4 2761 | 5274 | 236 | 564 | 191 
Nore.- The figures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
IRELAND. = ae me cm | | Outbreaks 4 
Week ended 4th June, 1921 ... 2 5 a ie 1 1 one 2 
1920 ax By 2 2 
Corresponding Week in 1919 oo 5 we ce ane 
1918 ano | 1 3 l 1 
Total for 23 weeks, 1921 7 62 43 134 33 | 210 
1920 ... l 1 1 3 69 148 4 16 
Corresponding period in { 1919 ... jan a 1 1 79 150 18 59 
1918... ol l sie aes 69 167 8 28 























Norr.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 6th June, 1921. 
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